
Please join HERA Atlanta for a free webinar: 

Ready for the Worst: Innovative Tools for 
Disaster Preparedness in the GLAM Community 

Tuesday, May 5, 2020 
2:00-3:30 PM EDT 
URL: https://emory.zoom.us/j/94969864220 
The webinar will be recorded. 
Please email todd.lamkin@emory.edu with any questions 
 
 
The Heritage Emergency National Task Force: Helping 
States Map Their Cultural Institutions and Arts 
Organizations  
 
Following a disaster, it’s especially important to know 
the universe of cultural institutions and arts 
organizations in the impacted state. Without this 
information, it’s nearly impossible to determine the 
extent and severity of the event on the cultural 
community. But most disasters do not rise to the level 
requiring federal intervention, so it’s important that 
states compile and maintain such lists. The Heritage 
Emergency National Task is helping in this effort. 
 

Lori Foley is the administrator of 
the Heritage Emergency 
National Task Force, a public-
private partnership between 
FEMA’s Office of Environmental 
Planning & Historic Preservation 
and the Smithsonian Cultural 
Rescue Initiative. Working at the 
intersection of cultural heritage 
and emergency management, 

she coordinates collaboration and information sharing 
between these two communities to protect the nation’s 
cultural heritage. 
 
GaNCH: Using Linked Open Data for Georgia’s Natural 
Cultural and Historic Organizations’ Disaster Response 
 
Through a one-year LYRASIS Catalyst Grant, the Atlanta 
University Center Robert W. Woodruff Library is 
creating a publicly editable directory of Georgia’s 
Natural, Cultural and Historical Organizations (NCHs), 
allowing for quick retrieval of coordinate location and 
contact information for disaster response. Directory 
information is being compiled, updated, and uploaded 

to Wikidata, the linked open data database from the 
Wikimedia Foundation. Directory information will then 
be delivered via a website, allowing emergency 
responders to quickly search for NCHs in disaster areas. 
 

Cliff Landis is Digital Initiatives 
Librarian at the Atlanta 
University Center Robert W. 
Woodruff Library. His research 
interests include linked open 
data, archival technologies, 
digitization, metadata, and the 

coevolution of humanity and technology. 
 
Prepared to Respond: Georgia’s Public Libraries and 
the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
For the past several years, the state library has been 
working with Georgia’s 62 public library systems to 
provide a robust series of disaster preparedness and 
response resources to library staff and administrators. 
Now, as cultural heritage institutions nationwide 
prepare to crest the wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Georgia’s public libraries are responding swiftly and 
nimbly, pivoting to provide remote services and adapt 
existing emergency plans to the current situation.  
 

Angela Stanley is Director of 
Georgia HomePLACE for the 
Georgia Public Library 
Service, where she works 
with the state’s 62 public 
library systems to cultivate 
digitization initiatives, 
support archival and special 
collections management, and 

coordinate emergency preparedness training and 
resources.  
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